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Edrtorzzl

Passiyy he Balon

I t is just amazing and always ptising to catch a glimpse of the first signs of spring after a cold winter in this

part of the world.The first heralds are beginning to appear all around srsowdrops, crocuses, primroses

and tiny green leaves which are visible on the tieall thesemake us feel happy and joyful. Spring has
come at long last! In other parts of the world, people might be experiencing different kind of changes in nature:
perhaps tiny delicate changesofc our i n t he ddrexanple.t mount ai ns ¢é

We are very happto send wu the latest issue of the Sldhum. Thank you for all

O é t hi your contributions! The varietgf the articles as well as the news have surely made

. |l this issue interesting and valuable. They are equally full of life and energy like so

Sint Unum wil many sparks of hopi@ nature! They vibrate with enthusiasm, sincerity, openness of
last edition bl heart and mind and give a strong sense of commitment. You will see!

present Centr| Besides the sharing of personal experiences of mission and different encounters with

people, what are typical in this iss are the reflections on the celebrations and the

ewe P a g experiences of 350 years of mission. They are filled with joy, gratitude, inspiration
to the next C as well as hopes and challenges for the future!

Team There are also echoes from the Provincial Chapters in differentrissumthich
definitely remind us of and prepare us for the coming General Chapter which will be
held in France this summer from™® 31 August.

Our 35%" year of mission coincides with the General Chapter! We are already stepping onto an untrdgden pat
without knowing how the future will unfold!

AThis time of preparation and | ooking forward to
6possessed by the Holy Spiritd (Nicol as eBawerlisen. M
attentively to how we are being led towards a common anglifevi ng future. o0 (Letter
announcing the General Chapter 2013)

Finally, this issue of the Sint Unum will be the last edition by the present Central Teane. réadvthrough all
the issues of these six years again, we feel that the life of the Institute is vibrant! We can surely feel hopes, joys
adventures, searching in the dark and the vitality which opens up the way forward.

We were struck by the fact thatet six year journey and the stories about life in its concrete reality were
wonderfully woven. Al ways choosing |ife on our wa)
with the world ever more widely and deeply through the Sint Unum!

Specal thanks to our avid readers, to those who contributed by sending the articles and to the link persons whc
connected the provinces to the Central Team! In a very special way, we thank Melissa who has given of hersel
unstintingly with her creativity and anvdlous ideas while making the utmost use of computer technology! Our
gratitude goes also to Alice for her meticulous and efficierbrdnation and to the translators, our hidden
collaborators! Without their help, we never could produce the Sint Unum!

Thank you again and we pas
to the next Central Team!

Masako Fukahori 1JS
@: masako@ijnico.or.jp
on behalf of the Central Team
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CAMETOON

A Celebration of Love - A Return to the Beginnings of our Story

uring our Jubilee Year, 201®fant Jesus Sisters all over the world celebrated the event in a manner and
style coloured by the different realities and places of mission. The same is true of Cameroon.

Our celebrations began with different events involving the laity, organised
by each community.The First Profession of Sistélortense Tchouata
Doctouko and Marie Bertill€loga on the B Octdber 2012 and Sister
Lydie NgonoAndel adés Fi nal " twmbes 201@ nwere h e
especially significant for the vigerovince of Cameroon inhis Jubilee

Year. In fact, a long spiritual preparation had given each sister the
opportunity of renewing her commitment to follow Christ while exploring
the spiritual heritageeceived from Nicolas BarréThis was done mainly
through a retreat organisddr the whole viceprovince on the theme:
AReviewing our personal and shared
follow Christ, source of I|ife and |

To facilitate our reflections and to share her knowledge with isterS
Brigitte Flourez, our 6el dero in f
enriched by this retreat as we dr
wisdom and rediscovered our deepest motivations for committing our lives
to the following of Christ.

Looking back over the 350 years of our history awoke in each of us a great
Hortense and Marie Bertille on their desire to remain @alays connected to our souredithe love of God for
First Profession day,'8October 2012. | h y ma nln that Sburce, all that our worldilsneeds today can be found.

Our celebration of 350 years sinte foundation of the Institute concluded with a vibrant celebration of Sr Lydie
Ngonoo6s Fi nal™Osaber.s Dwing a vidil ef prayér the previous evening we remembered two of
our first Cameroonian sisters, Brigitte and Martine, who havegjoed or e us i nto the Fath
the gift of their lives, left their particular mark on the history of our-yioavince.

Sr Lydie Ngonob6és parents, family, friends, l ay col
story of her vocation, accompany her on her way and support her by their prayer. The celebration of the final
vows took place the next day during the Eucharist, presided over by Monsignor Sosthéne Léopold Bayemi,
Bishop of Obala. The simplicity, depth and
prayerfulness of this event were an eloquent sign|for ~Vice Provice of Cameroon on retreat Bamenda
all present. We could read the beauty of religious with Sr Brigitte Floure lJS
consecration not only
commitment, especially significant in this our Jubil
year, but also in the symbols presented to the Ld
The earth symbolised the Institute, which since !
foundations has been like clay in thands of the ke
Potter.Throughout its history He has shaped it as
wished. The fruibearing tree symbolised the se¢
sown in 1662, which has become a mighty ,tr
sheltering in its branches so many people whe
dignity was undermined. The flags represented
15 countries in which the charism of the Institute
unfolded and our desir b spi
heart and missitk6 wi t h our sThet ' ' :
Afootstepso repr e-apestlds,e
pilgrims on the journey, walking into thenknown,
which we also embrace with total confidence and




abandonment to God. The presence of our Nigerian sisters at this
celebration spoke clearly of our desi travel this road together,
enriching each other mutually through our cultural diversity.

- H |

350 years of mission, 350 years of love, in the spirit of Blessed Nicolgs
&' presen c-

Barr ®, what a celebration!
Barr ®6 f r @ of th®auksi®na®dcaring staff of the Nicola
Barré Catholic Health Centre, which has now become a hospita

from Fundong and from Saa, increased our joy of being Infant Jes
Sisters. We discovered through the expression of their giftedneSSHs
(sketches, dances, poems et cé)n

wonder of our mission. 2

This celebration remains indeliblyarked on the pages of our history.

It renewed us personally and awoke in each of us the desire to re
examine our deepest motivations; to look again at the needs of the
world and to search for new ways of responding.

Lydie made her Final Profession
on 20" October 2012.

Thank you, Lord, for 350 years béing, of mission and of love.

of

Hortense Tchouata Doctouko 1JS

Lydie makesher final vowsin the Church of St John the Baptist in Somo.

The Bishop places a ring on Lydieos finger.

Sone of the Ekounou choir, who came to Somo for the celebratiorinjtie procession bringing ithe cake.
The 358 Anniversary and Fial Profession cake carried by collaborators from the Nicolas @ktedical Centre.

U9 =
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T/ Mly /{fr the One Wm‘ s

ven smal |l chi my dream was: fito see Godo
t his I ine from the A0 SrUOrM@rdso £0, vheml tpak dny fiysti stepsmay an Infant g i
Jesus sister, e v\ehy go youichoese religisua 6 i AeRedl clévanttd onl

see Godo.

This Word of God became a light for my path, giving
direction to my life. In tk novitiate we studied the lives of

the saints and | discovered that one saint had gone before
me along this road. It was f
She had been consumed by the same desire as | had and had
expressed it in the same word3his made ra happy and
encouraged me even more to
knowing that my desire was not unusual. Still, the question
remained: where should I look for Him?

Then, one day, the answer to this question that had plagued
me all my life, came tme: | had found Him already in the
marginalised and abandoned people around me! God was

- e 3 even now speaking to me through them. Being with them
During her First Profession ceremoriiarie Bertille gave me great joy. From now on, | would try to listen to
washes the feet of a young girl them as deeply as | could. | would pay attentiorthem

and give them my love.

On the 8 October 2012, a moment of great grace
granted to Sister Hortense ame. It was the grace not onl
of Aseeing Godo but al so
Him through our religious consecration. The tekisttwe |
chosetogether for that occasion expressed the deep long
that we both felt to belong totally to God. (Song of Songs™
1- 4, Col 3:14i24 and Jn 13: 1 15.) Through these texts
we were able to put words on our desire to build
religious life on love and service. It was a wonderful d 4
for us. We were able to give ourselves to the One |
hearts love.

This was an opportunity for us to express publicly te®

relationship of love with God which we feel in the intimagy H .
. . . ortense embraces a young girl
of our hearts. Dressall in white, we wanted, during the after she has washed her feet.
Mass, to redefine and withess to the sacredness of Lthis
unique relationship. It was a sign for wus that w
and | ittle oneso, t olt whsea sign of oue avalability, & sign; ttob, eof owr aesiredto

recognise and welcome God in all the faces that He will show us.

To symbolise this burning desire that we feel to be of service, we mimed the gospel passage during the
celebration, washi the feet of children and yong people. This was a symboliesture we will be asked to
repeat over and over again in our lives, showing our love of Christ in those whom society ignores or considers of
no importance.

I am firmly convinced that it waa gracefilled day for all of us in the vic@rovince because of the joy of the
Spirit tha visibly filled each sisterl read in their faces that each and every one watatesdipport us on this
journey.We were surrounded by our families and by crowdshdfiren expressing algbe joy of the angels.

We continue to give thanks to God forsHnarvels in our lives anfdbr the older sisters who encourage us. We
are aware that our Beloved is watching over us and walks with us every day. We entrustildyrtdr&gim,
asking Him to give us the grace of fidelity.

Marie Bertille ElogalJS
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N ige ria
A Month of Celehrations

he month of December 2012 has been very
in meaningful events for us 1J sisters in Nige
as we celebrated the 35@nniersary of our
congregation and the Final Profession of Sister Fid(

Gowon and Sister Rita Shumen on th& E&cember. The names of all therovinces of
the Infart Jesus Sisters are carriedorocession.

The celebration took place in the newly built Cathed=== ;
of Jalingo and was witnessed by many people. T -y :
bishops concelebrated tMass with many priests fro
different dioceses. Religious of different congregatio
families and friends of our finally professed siste®
were there in great numbers. '

After the Mass traditional dancers with their loc]
instruments, as well as studentsdapupils of our

different schools displayed their talents entertaining
people present. The Book of the Gospels is carried in processic
at the Profession Ceremony Mass.

The celebration which attracted so many people was an
opportunity for us to make our founder, Nicholas Barré
known to many others. Some of his sayings were
includedin the readings for the ceremony.

We were delighted to welcome Sr. Gertie Lalor who
came from Ireland to join us in the joyful celebration of
the Final Profession. People who knew her during the
time she spent in Nigeria were very pleased to meet her
onceagain.

Fidelia and Rita opening
A great sign of unity, friendship and support to all of the celebration in the house.
|

who had a long and difficult journey in order to be wil |
us. We were happy to welcome them for a few day
we feel that a new friendshgnd collaboration betwee
the Nigerian district and the Cameroonian vic
province is taking place and growing. It is a great si
of hope for the future in our African reality.
Rebeccadu 1JS

Pupilsfrom Nicolas Baré College, Ganye
whereRita works, danced at her profession.
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